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Secretary Pete Buttigieg  

US Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington DC, 20590 

   

 

     July 27, 2022 

 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:  

I am writing in support of the City of Chicago’s application for Bridge Investment Program 

grant funding to rehabilitate the Illinois International Port Calumet River Bridges. The 

Calumet River is in my Congressional District.  

The request is for $144 million to rehabilitate four interconnected bascule bridges on the 

Calumet River. The Calumet River Bridges are vital to the local community, region and 

nation, as they are critical components of the Illinois International Port and the Illinois 

Waterway, linking Lake Michigan to the Gulf of Mexico. The Port is strategically located at 

the convergence of the three largest interstate highways of the nation, which makes it the 

most accessible port for multi-modal distribution in North America. Each bridge lifts at least 

5,000 times per year, providing continuous and safe access for marine traffic to the Port and 

surrounding industrial uses, but resulting in aged infrastructure for freight and local surface 

transportation traffic. This network of bridges also serves as an essential connection for 

ground freight, carrying on average over 40,000 vehicles per day, approximately 3,000 of 

which are trucks.  

Additionally, this project enhances local connectivity in a historically disadvantaged area and 

will complement other revitalization initiatives in South Chicago, including the current 

Illinois International Port District Master Plan, and the City’s bicycle and pedestrian 

connectivity goals. 

For these reasons, I ask you give this application all appropriate considerations. If you have 

questions, please contact my Grants Specialist, Adal Regis, at (202) 604-7514 or 

Adal.Regis@mail.house.gov. 

              Sincerely,  

  
        Robin L. Kelly 

             Member of Congress  

mailto:Adal.Regis@mail.house.gov
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July 27, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I write to express my support of the City of Chicago’s application to the Bridge Investment
Program grant, administered by the United States Department of Transportation, for the rehabilitation of 
the Illinois International Port Calumet River Bridges. Funding from this program will fund the major 
rehabilitation of four interconnected bridges on the Calumet River in Chicago. 

The City of Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) is responsible for public way 
infrastructure, serving over 2.7 million residents and nearly 58 million annual visitors. As CDOT 
continues to modernize infrastructure across the city, it is seeking Bridge Investment Program funds to 
restore the vital Calumet River Bridges. These bridges are critical components of the Illinois International 
Port and the Illinois Waterway, linking Lake Michigan to the Gulf of Mexico. The Port is strategically 
located at the convergence of the three largest interstate highways of the nation, which makes it the most 
accessible port for multi-modal distribution in North America.

As a U.S. Senator representing Illinois and member of the Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science and Transportation, I have made it a priority to support projects that modernize Illinois’
transportation and infrastructure systems. The proposed bridge upgrades will ensure continuous and safe 
access for marine traffic to the Port and surrounding industrial uses. Additionally, this project enhances 
local connectivity in the historically underserved South Chicago area and will complement other 
revitalization initiatives, including the current Illinois International Port District Master Plan and the 
City’s bicycle and pedestrian connectivity goals.

Please accept this letter of support for the City of Chicago’s application for the Bridge Investment
Program grant for the rehabilitation of the Illinois International Port Calumet River Bridges administered 
by the United States Department of Transportation. In keeping with your existing rules and regulations, I 
urge you to give this proposal your full and fair consideration. Should you have any questions, please 
contact my Chicago Director, Dan McManus, at (312) 886-3506.
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August 4, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am writing regarding the City of Chicago’s application for Bridge Investment Program funding 
from the U.S. Department of Transportation.  This federal funding will enable the city to 
rehabilitate the Illinois International Port Calumet River Bridges. 

The Calumet River Bridges are a group of four interconnected bridges that link Lake Michigan 
to the Gulf of Mexico.  These bridges are situated at the convergence of the three largest 
interstate highways of the nation, which makes it the most accessible port for multi-modal 
distribution in North America.  These bridges serve a high volume of vehicles and ships as each 
one is raised more than 5,000 times each year, while serving 40,000 vehicles each day.  

The amount of traffic the bridges service has caused their infrastructure to age.  This funding will 
be used by the City to continue preservaton of the bridges and maintain the connection between 
Lake Michigan and the Gulf of Mexico.  Additionally, the funding will ensure that the bridges 
continue to connect South Chicago with the nation, providing crucial economic support to the 
surrounding area. 

Please give full and fair consideration to the City of Chicago’s application.  If you require 
additional information, please contact my State Director, Clarisol Duque, at (312) 353-4952. 

Sincerely, 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 





CURTIS J. TARVER II
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

25 TH DISTRICT

July 19, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Bridge Investment
Program grant funding for the rehabilitation of the Illinois International Port Calumet River
Bridges.  This grant will fund the major rehabilitation of four interconnected bridges on the
Calumet River.

The Calumet River Bridges are vital to the local community, region and nation, as they are critical
components of the Illinois International Port and the Illinois Waterway, linking Lake Michigan to
the Gulf of Mexico.  The Port is strategically located at the convergence of the three largest
interstate highways of the nation, which makes it the most accessible port for multi-modal
distribution in North America.  Each bridge lifts at least 5,000 times per year, providing continuous
and safe access for marine traffic to the Port and surrounding industrial uses, but resulting in aged
infrastructure for freight and local surface transportation traffic.  This network of bridges also
serves as an essential connection for ground freight, carrying on average over 40,000 vehicles per
day, approximately 3,000 of which are trucks.

In addition to regional significance, this project enhances local connectivity in a historically
disadvantaged area and will complement other revitalization initiatives in South Chicago, including
the current Illinois International Port District Master Plan, and the City’s bicycle and pedestrian
connectivity goals.

I fully support this application and look forward to the project’s successful implementation.

Respectfully,

Curtis J. Tarver II

SOYBEAN INKS

For access to Illinois General Assembly information including legislation - www.ilga.state.il.us
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July 19, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Bridge Investment Program grant funding 
for the rehabilitation of the Illinois International Port Calumet River Bridges. This grant will fund the major rehabilitation 
of four interconnected bridges on the Calumet River.  
 
The Calumet River Bridges are vital not only to the local community, but to the region and nation.  They are critical 
components of the Illinois International Port and the Illinois Waterway, linking Lake Michigan to the Gulf of Mexico. The 
Port is strategically located at the convergence of the three largest interstate highways of the nation, making it the most 
accessible port for multi-modal distribution in North America.  
 
Each bridge lifts at least 5,000 times per year, providing continuous and safe access for marine traffic to the Port and 
surrounding industrial uses. This network of bridges also serves as an essential connection for ground freight, carrying on 
average over 40,000 vehicles per day, approximately 3,000 of which are trucks. However, this continuous use has 
resulted in aged infrastructure for freight and local surface transportation traffic.  
 
Rehabilitation is necessary for the ongoing success of this area, which will ensure continued operation with service life of 
more than fifty years.  
 
In addition to regional significance, this project enhances local connectivity in a historically disadvantaged area and will 
complement other revitalization initiatives on the South Side of Chicago, including the current Illinois International Port 
District Master Plan, and the City’s bicycle and pedestrian connectivity goals. 
 
Once again, I fully support this application and look forward to the project’s successful implementation.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Earnestly, 
 

 
Robert Peters 
Illinois State Senator, 13th District 
Illinois Senate Black Caucus Chair  
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July 29, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Bridge Investment 
Program grant funding for the rehabilitation of the Illinois International Port Calumet River Bridges. This 
grant will fund the major rehabilitation of four interconnected bridges on the Calumet River. 

The Calumet River Bridges are vital to the local community, region and nation, as they are critical 
components of the Illinois International Port and the Illinois Waterway, linking Lake Michigan to the 
Gulf of Mexico. The Port is strategically located at the convergence of the three largest interstate 
highways of the nation, which makes it the most accessible port for multi-modal distribution in North 
America. Each bridge lifts at least 5,000 times per year, providing continuous and safe access for marine 
traffic to the Port and surrounding industrial uses, but resulting in aged infrastructure for freight and local 
surface transportation traffic. This network of bridges also serves as an essential connection for ground 
freight, carrying on average over 40,000 vehicles per day, approximately 3,000 of which are trucks. 

In addition to regional significance, this project enhances local connectivity in a historically 
disadvantaged area and will complement other revitalization initiatives in South Chicago, including the 
current Illinois International Port District Master Plan, and the City’s bicycle and pedestrian connectivity 
goals. 

I fully support this application and look forward to the project’s successful implementation. 

 

Warmest Regards,   

 

Elgie R. Sims, Jr. 
State Senator, 17th District 

mailto:Esims@SenatorElgieSims.com


 
 
August 3rd, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for Bridge Investment 
Program grant funding for the rehabilitation of the Illinois International Port Calumet River Bridges. This 
grant will fund the major rehabilitation of four interconnected bridges on the Calumet River.  
 
The Calumet River Bridges are vital to the local community, region and nation, as they are critical 
components of the Illinois International Port and the Illinois Waterway, linking Lake Michigan to the Gulf 
of Mexico. The Port is strategically located at the convergence of the three largest interstate highways of 
the nation, which makes it the most accessible port for multi-modal distribution in North America. Each 
bridge lifts at least 5,000 times per year, providing continuous and safe access for marine traffic to the 
Port and surrounding industrial uses, but resulting in aged infrastructure for freight and local surface 
transportation traffic. This network of bridges also serves as an essential connection for ground freight, 
carrying on average over 40,000 vehicles per day, approximately 3,000 of which are trucks.  
 
In addition to regional significance, this project enhances local connectivity in a historically 
disadvantaged area and will complement other revitalization initiatives in South Chicago, including the 
current Illinois International Port District Master Plan, and the City’s bicycle and pedestrian connectivity 
goals. 
 
I fully support this application and look forward to the project’s successful implementation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

July 22, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 

Washington, District of Columbia.  20590 

 

Dear Honorable Secretary: 

 

I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for 

Bridge Investment Program grant funding for the rehabilitation of the Calumet River 

Bridges. This grant will fund the major rehabilitation of four interconnected bridges 

on the Calumet River. 

The Calumet River Bridges are vital to the local community, region and nation, as 

they are critical components of the Illinois International Port and the Illinois 

Waterway, linking Lake Michigan to the Gulf of Mexico. The Port is strategically 

located at the convergence of the interstate highways, which makes it the most 

accessible port for multi-modal distribution in North America. Each bridge lifts at 

least 5,000 times per year, providing continuous and safe access for marine traffic to 

the Port and surrounding industrial uses, but resulting in aged infrastructure for 

freight and local surface transportation traffic. This network of bridges also serves as 

an essential connection for ground freight. 

In addition to regional significance, this project enhances local connectivity in a 

historically disadvantaged area and will complement other revitalization initiatives 

in South Chicago, including the current Illinois International Port District Master 

Plan and the City’s bicycle and pedestrian connectivity goals. 

We are excited about the opportunity to ensure safe connectivity and access, and for 

the continued investment in our local, regional and national infrastructure and 

economic vitality. 

Cook County is an active partner on other improvements within the IIPD, including 

the reconstruction of Butler Drive and Stony Island Avenue in the South District. 

Together we have secured County Motor Fuel Tax Funds, State of Illinois Economic 

Development Program Funds, City of Chicago TIF Funds, and federal Competitive 

Freight Program funds for this $14 Million project targeted for construction in 2024. 

Investment in the IIPD facilities are worth making—this Port provides direct 

connections to maritime, rial, and truck movements, and will benefit the ports 

operations and enhance competitiveness in the region. 
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Re: Chicago DOT Calumet Bridges BIP Grant 

Letter of Support 

 

I fully support this application and look forward to the project’s successful implementation. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 603-1601 

or my e-mail address jennifer.killen@cookcountyil.gov. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

Jennifer ‘Sis’ Killen, P.E., PTOE 

Superintendent 

Department of Transportation and Highways 

Cook County, Illinois 

 

mailto:jennifer.killen@cookcountyil.gov


 

 

 

 
 

August 3, 2022 

 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg  

Secretary of Transportation  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC 20590  

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:  

 

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is pleased to support 

the Chicago Department of Transportation’s (CDOT) Bridge Investment 

Program application for major bridge rehabilitations over the Calumet River.  

This project supports the region’s critical freight infrastructure through the 

rehabilitation of the Ewing Avenue, 95th Street, 100th Street, and 106th Street 

Bridges over the Calumet River on Chicago’s South Side.   

  

As the comprehensive regional planning organization of northeastern Illinois, 

CMAP is committed to supporting strategic investments that will advance 

equity, improve safety, and maintain the region's status as North America's 

freight hub. This project would improve the flow of freight at the Illinois 

International Port District’s Iroquois Landing, which serves as an essential 

supply chain link for the national, state, and regional freight transportation 

systems. These bridge rehabilitations will also support critical connections 

between Chicago’s South Side and the region, specifically the South Chicago 

and East Side neighborhoods, two of the region’s highest-need communities.   

 
Once again, CMAP strongly supports CDOT’s Bridge Investment Program 

application for bridge rehabilitations over the Calumet River. Supporting the 

rehabilitation of these bridges will lead to a greater movement of freight 

through the country’s freight hub, enhance supply chain resilience, and 

provide safer mobility options for residents along Chicago’s Calumet Area.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Erin Aleman 

Executive Director 

 

TM:EA  

 

 





  

July 22, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I am writing to express the Metropolitan Planning Council’s full support for the City of 
Chicago’s application for Bridge Investment Program grant funding for the rehabilitation 
of the Illinois International Port Calumet River Bridges. This grant will fund the major 
rehabilitation of four interconnected bridges on the Calumet River.  
 
The Calumet River Bridges are vital to the local community, region and nation, as they are 
critical components of the Illinois International Port and the Illinois Waterway, linking 
Lake Michigan to the Gulf of Mexico. The Port is strategically located at the convergence 
of the three largest interstate highways of the nation, which makes it the most accessible 
port for multi-modal distribution in North America. Each bridge lifts at least 5,000 times 
per year, providing continuous and safe access for marine traffic to the Port and 
surrounding industrial uses, but resulting in aged infrastructure for freight and local 
surface transportation traffic. This network of bridges also serves as an essential 
connection for ground freight, carrying on average over 40,000 vehicles per day, 
approximately 3,000 of which are trucks.  
 
In addition to regional significance, this project enhances local connectivity in a 
historically disadvantaged area and will complement other revitalization initiatives in 
South Chicago, including the current Illinois International Port District Master Plan, and 
the City’s bicycle and pedestrian connectivity goals. 
 
We are excited about the opportunity to ensure safe connectivity and access, and for the 
continued investment in our local, regional and national infrastructure and economic 
vitality.  This project aligns with MPC’s mission to foster a sustainable, equitable and 
prosperous region.  
 
I fully support this application and look forward to the project’s successful 
implementation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Darlene Oliver Hightower, J.D. 
President and CEO  
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August 1, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I am writing to express the full support of Delta Institute for the City of Chicago’s application for 
Bridge Investment Program grant funding for the rehabilitation of the Illinois International Port 
Calumet River Bridges. This grant will fund the major rehabilitation of four interconnected 
bridges on the Calumet River, essential infrastructure for our region.  
 
The Calumet River Bridges are vital to the local community, region and nation, as they are 
critical components of the Illinois International Port and the Illinois Waterway, linking Lake 
Michigan to the Gulf of Mexico. The Port is strategically located at the convergence of the three 
largest interstate highways of the nation, which makes it the most accessible port for multi-
modal distribution in North America. Each bridge lifts at least 5,000 times per year, providing 
continuous and safe access for marine traffic to the Port and surrounding industrial uses, but 
resulting in aged infrastructure for freight and local surface transportation traffic. This network of 
bridges also serves as an essential connection for ground freight, carrying on average over 
40,000 vehicles per day, approximately 3,000 of which are trucks. In addition to regional 
significance, this project enhances local connectivity in a historically underserved area and will 
complement other redevelopment initiatives in South Chicago, including the current Illinois 
International Port District Master Plan, and the City’s bicycle and pedestrian connectivity goals. 
 
We are excited about the opportunity to ensure safe connectivity and access, and for the 
continued investment in our local, regional, and national infrastructure and long-term economic 
vitality. Delta Institute has been a consistent 501c3 partner of both the City of Chicago and the 
Illinois International Port District, and this request directly dovetails with our years of economic 
and environmental development in the Calumet Region.  
 
We fully support this application and look forward to the project’s successful implementation, as 
we collectively work toward redevelopment of these economic assets within Chicago, Illinois, 
and the Great Lakes region. Please contact me at any time at wschleizer@delta-institute.org or 
at 312-554-0900 ext. 24 at any time about this application, our support, and our partnership. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

William (Bill) Schleizer 
CEO 
 




